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Engraved title page to the play A Game of Chess by Thomas 
Middleton, 1625. It deals allegorically with the rivalry of 

England and Spain, and the project of the ñSpanish Marriage.ò 
The play was enthusiastically received, but gave great offense to 

the Spanish Ambassador, and to King James.
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There are several important 
changes from last year. Some cat-
egories have been divided into web 
and print sections. Chess Journalist 
of the Year now limits consider-
ation to accomplishments from the 
judging year only, and a Lifetime 
Achievement award has been added. 

There are six categories: Cramer 
Awards, Magazine Editor, Magazine 
Author, Newspaper Author, Web-
Based and General Author/Artist 
(certain items in this last category 
are open to both Internet and print 
entrants; these are labeled Internet 
Eligible).

Cramer Award winners will re-
ceive the traditional marble obelisk 
(thanks to a generous donation from 
GM Arnold Denker) and a CJA cer-
tificate. All other category winners 
will receive a CJA certificate.

The entry procedure is as fol-
lows: 

1. Print entrants should sub-
mit one original and four photocop-
ies or five originals for each entry. 
If you are submitting one article 
in two categories, for example, then 
you would submit ten items and two 
separate cover sheets. Print entries 
may be from any publication pub-
lished in the United States or its 
territories. Internet submitters 
should mail the relevant URL(s) 
with entry fee and cover sheet (see 
items 3 and 4 below) to the Chief 
Judge and also email the entered 
URL(s) to the CJA Webmaster at 
webmaster@chessjournalism.org. 
By entering you are giving the CJA 

permission to display your entry on 
the CJA site. The Webmaster may 
choose, as an alternative, to link to 
your site. Note category 3 requires a 
hard copy.

2. All entries, except for the 
lifetime achievement award, must 
have been produced between June 1, 
2003 and June 1, 2004.

3. Both Internet and print en-
trants must send an entry fee of $15 
for the first entry (that includes 
membership or extension of mem-
bership in the CJA) and $8 for each 
additional entry after that.

4. All entries must use the 
cover sheet found on the website 
chessjournalism.org. Follow the 
packing instructions listed on the 
cover sheet. If you do not have Inter-
net access contact the chief judge for 
a copy of the cover sheet.

5. June 25, 2004, will be the 
deadline for all entries except for 
Chess Journalist of the Year, and 
the Lifetime Achievement Award, 
which have June 1, 2004 deadlines.

6. Send entries to the Chief 
Judge, with checks payable to Chess 
Journalists of America: 

Daniel Lucas
1369 Field Creek Terrace
Lawrenceville, GA 30043-5334

7. For acknowledgement of your en-
try, include a self-addressed, stamped 
postcard or your email address.

8. For acknowledgement of your 
entry, include a self-addressed, 
stamped postcard or your email ad-
dress.

For questions or problems, 
you may email Daniel Lucas, 
president@chessjournalism.org, or 
telephone him at 770-338-5803.

efefefef

Å Cramer Award Categories

Category 1
Chess Journalist of the Year
Nominations should be sent to the 
Chief Judge for the CJA with a sup-
porting statement. This should be a 
person who has greatly contributed 
to chess journalism this past year.  
Nominations are due by June 1, 
2004. Only CJA members may 
nominate.

Category 2
Best Book
Send 4 copies of a U.S.  published 
book, copyright 2003. 

Category 3
Best Chess Column, Any Media
Enter your three best columns. Web 
based columns should send a hard 
copy, and email the URL to the 
webmaster.

Category 4
Best State Magazine/Editor, 
Open Division
Limited to the official publication 
of a state chess association.  Supply 
four sets of one yearõs worth of is-
sues.  States that have two publica-
tions (e.g., adult and junior) must 
submit them separately.

CJA/Cramer 
Awards

Daniel Lucas, President of the Chess Journalists of 
America, and Pete Tamburro, Chairman of the Cra-

mer Awards, jointly announce their annual call for mate-
rial published in print publications or on Internet sites. 

Å Magazine Editor 
Categories

Category 5
Best State Magazine, Under 
1000 Circulation
Limited to the official publication 
of a state chess association.  Sup-
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ply four sets of one yearõs worth 
of issues.  States that have two 
publications (e.g., adult and junior) 
must submit them separately. A 
statement of circulation must be in-
cluded with the entry.

Category 6
Best Club Bulletin
Limited to the official publication of 
local chess clubs.  Enter your three 
best issues.

Category 7
Best Correspondence Magazine
Limited to magazines dealing with 
correspondence chess. Enter your 
three best issues. Judges will be in-
structed to evaluate all productions 
in terms of new material presented 
in each as well as the repeated con-
tent (e.g., ratings). 

Category 8
Best New Magazine
This may be any regular print pub-
lication and may include being the 
second publication of a state organi-
zation (e.g., a state youth magazine 
or newsletter). The sole requirement 
other than print is that it did not 
exist before July 1, 2003.

 Category 9
Most Improved Magazine
Enter any two current year issues 
and any one previous year issue. 
The nominator may provide a typed 
sheet highlighting the improve-
ments.  Open to all print magazines.

Category 10
Best Cover
Open to all print magazines. Enter 
a cover that demonstrates how the 
publication combines the masthead 
with other graphic elements to put 
its best face forward. 

Category 11
Best Layout
Open to all print magazines. Enter 
any one issue that demonstrates 
how the publication uses headlines, 
paragraphing, graphics, and print-
ing processes to organize and high-

light its material.  This category 
judges layout for a single issue as a 
whole. Individual sections of a mag-
azine will not be considered.

Å Magazine Author 
Categories 

Category 12 
Best Regular Magazine 
Column 
Limited to writers of regular 
magazine columns. Enter your three 
best columns. Be sure to include the 
dates of publication.  

Category 13 
Best Magazine Tournament 
Report 
Limited to writers of magazine 
articles telling the story of a single 
tournament that occurred in the 
past year.  

Å Newspaper Author 
Categories 

Category 14 
Best Regular Newspaper 
Column 
Limited to writers of local, metropoli-
tan or syndicated newspaper columns. 
Enter your three best columns. 

Category 15 
Best Regular Newspaper 
Column of Local Interest 
Limited to writers of local or met-
ropolitan newspaper columns that 
demonstrate quality coverage of 
local chess and chess players. Enter 
four columns.  
  
Category 16
Best Newspaper Tournament 
Report
Limited to newspaper articles re-
porting on one tournament. 

Å Web-Based Categories

Category  17
Best State Website
Limited to official state organiza-
tion websites. 

Category 18
Best Internet Chess News Site
he winner will have shown a regular, 
accurate and objective  reporting of 
chess news in the U.S. or the world. 

Category 19
Best General Chess Web Site
The winner will be the site that best 
covers a wide range of chess topics, 
including, but not limited to, news, 
features, etc., in an easy to navigate 
manner.

Category 20
Best Web-Based Review
Same as category 31 but expressly 
written for the web. 

Category 21
Best Web-Based Analysis
Same as categories 32-34 but ex-
pressly written for the web.

Category 22
Best Web-Based Instruction
Same as category 35  but expressly 
written for the web. 

Category 23
Best Correspondence Website
Must show regular or periodic 
updating of correspondence chess 
subjects. 

Category  24
Best Web-Based Interview
Same as category 28 but expressly 
written for the web.

Å General Author/
ArtistCategories
Category 25
Best Press Release
Enter the original press release an-
nouncing or reporting a chess tour-
nament or other chess related topic.  
Must identify at least one publica-
tion or web site that published 
material based upon the relaease. 
Internet Eligible

Category 26
Best Human Interest Story
Enter a story, article, column or 
anecdote in which the center of 
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interest is not chess itself, but the 
lives, emotions and character of 
the people who play chess. Internet 
Eligible

Category 27
Best Historical Article
Enter an article that describes some as-
pect of chess history. Internet Eligible

Category 28 
Best Interview 
Enter an interview that demon-
strates the skill of the interviewer 
in eliciting instructive and reveal-
ing responses.   

Category  29 
Best Editorial 
Enter an editorial that takes a clear 
stand on a chess related theme.  
Editors who have a counterpoint 
editorial (pro vs. con) must enter 
each position separately. Internet 
Eligible 

Category 30 
Best Humorous Contribu-
tion 
(Cartoons see category 36.) Enter 
any jokes, satire, irony, parody, 
or exaggeration, etc., with a chess 
theme that makes the reader smile, 
chuckle or laugh out loud.  The 
Chief Judge in advisement with the 
judges will decide it if is appropri-

ately tasteful.  The underlying cri-
terion is that the humor would not 
be out of place it it were published 
in a state magazine that kids read. 
Internet Eligible 

Category 31 
Best Review 
Enter a review of a single book, 
play, movie, software, etc,. that has 
a chess related theme. 

Category 32 
Best Analysis, Openings 
The article(s) must cover one open-
ing and may be in a serial format 
over several issues. 

Category 33
Best Analysis, Endings
Same standards as category 32, but 
covering the endgame.

Category 34
Best Analysis, Other
An analysis of some aspect of a 
game or several games that has a 
theme that is looked at deeply. 

Category 35
Best Instruction
Enter an item that teaches some-
thing about chess to average play-
ers.  This must be something more 
than a typical annotated game. 

Category 36
Best Cartoon
Enter a single cartoon or strip with 
a chess related theme. Internet Eli-
gible

Category 37
Best Chess Art
Enter a single work of art with a 
chess related theme that has been 
created by just ONE person.  It may 
be part of a larger production (e.g., 
on the cover of a magazine) but it 
will be judged as an entity in and of 
itself.  Internet Eligible

Category 38
Best Chess Photograph
Enter a single chess photograph 
that portrays without words that 
chess is involved. Internet Eligible

Category 39
Chess Journalist Lifetime 
Achievement Award
The honoree will have shown a life-
time record of achievement in chess 
journalism. The nomination should 
include a statement of why the per-
son should be honored. Nominations 
due by June 1, 2004

Category 40
Best General Chess Article
Any item that does not fit in the 
categories above. Internet Eligible

Late News: Executive 
Board Schedules 
Special Election

Owing to the resignations of two 
Executive Board Members (Dr. John 
McCrary and Frank Camaratta), 
the USCF will hold a special elec-
tion for two one-year terms to the 
USCF Executive Board.

Candidates must submit nomi-
nation petitions with the signatures 
of 30 Voting Members and must pay 
a filing fee of $250.00. Nomination 
petitions must be received by the 
USCF Secretary or the USCF of-
fice (ATTN: Barb Vandermark) by 

5 p.m. (EST) on Wednesday, March 
31st, 2004.

Any USCF member 16 years or 
older as of June 1st 2004 and liv-
ing in the United States is a Voting 
Member.

Candidates will be entitled to a 
150 word statement and picture in 
the May issue of Chess Life, and a 
half page in an election supplement 
which will appear in the June issue 
of Chess Life. The copy deadlines are 
April 1st for the 150 word statement 
and photograph and May 1st for the 
half-page election supplement.

Ballots will be included in the 
June issue of Chess Life. The date for 
ballot counting has not yet been set. 

The elected Board members 
will serve for one year, beginning 
with the certification of election 
results by the Delegates on Au-
gust 14th, 2004, and through the 
end of the 2005 Delegates Meet-
ing. ñ USCF news release

[[It is perhaps worth noting 
that John McCrary resigned last 
August, and the Board exercised 
its right to òschedule the timeó of 
a special election to postpone it 
indefinitely. With Frank Cama-
rattaõs resignation in February 
(apparently for personal reasons), 
this position became untenable.ñ- 
ed]]
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Iõm going to shock the English 
teachers among you: most 

professional writers do not fol-
low the style prescribed by the 
Modern Language Association of 
America. 

Joseph Gibaldiõs MLA Hand-
book for Writers of Research 
Papers (MLA) is the Bible to 
high school and college English 
instructor alike. I use MLA only 
when I teach English composi-
tion. Otherwise, I use The Associ-
ated Press Stylebook and Briefing 
on Media Law (AP), The Publica-
tion Manual of the American 
Psychological Association (APA) 
for my consulting clients, the US 
Government Printing Office Style 
Manual (GPO) for my engineer-
ing clients, or ñ for health and 
medical writing ñ the American 
Medical Association Manual of 
Style (AMA, not to be confused 
with the guide published by the 
American Management Associa-
tion). I have to admit, though, I 
have an unreasonable attach-
ment to AP.

Years ago, I left my corporate 
job, severance check in hand, and 
within minutes had bought The 
Associated Press Stylebook and 
Libel Manual. Beyond guiding 
me in a new style of writing, it 
was also my statement to the 
world that I was now a Writer 
with a capital òW.ó (And yes, 
style guides disagree on how to 
use a letter as a letter.)

MLA places most of its em-
phasis on how to give credit to 
your sources, thus avoiding pla-
giarism. (In the fifth edition, 116 
out of 332 pages cover citation.) 

Similarly, Kate Turabianõs A 
Manual for Writers of Term 
Papers, Theses, and Disserta-
tions dedicates 165 of its sixth 
editionõs 308 pages to documen-
tation and citation. You can see 
this academic emphasis on cred-
iting the author especially when 
looking at in-text citations. MLA 
wants the authorõs name to be 
most prominent:

òReferences in the text must 
clearly point to specific sources 
in the list of works citedó (Gibal-
di 204).

In scientific and technical 
fields, however, there is another 
piece of information that is as 
important as who said some-
thing: when it was said. Hereõs 
AMA style.

òIn the text (1) author(s) may 
not be named, (2) the title may 
not be given, (3) the name of the 
journal is abbreviated only when 
enclosed in parentheses, and 
(4) inclusive page numbers are 
givenó (American Medical Asso-
ciation Manual of Style. 1998).

AMA also states that in-text 
parenthetical citation should 
be used only in pieces that do 
not use a reference list, such 
as newspaper or magazine ar-
ticles. (If youõre a scientist not 
in the medical field, check out 
the Council of Biology Editorsõ 
Scientific Style and Format: CBE 
Manual for Authors, Editors, and 
Publishers.)

Journalists writing for a lay 
audience usually follow AP. Who 
wants to read footnotes and a 
bibliography in every newspaper 
article? As readers, we would 

rather see the information in the 
body of the text itself.

According to Bill Walsh in 
Lapsing Into a Comma, we should 
be  òskeptical of stylebooks.ó

Academic and scientific writ-
ers rely heavily on the notes 
at the end of their work, with 
in-text citations giving enough 
information to guide the reader 
to the specific document refer-
enced at the end. Again, the style 
guides differ in how this infor-
mation is presented. The GPO 
manual states òConsistency is 
more important in bibliographic 
style than the style itself.ó Bravo.

You can also tell the audience 
for a style guide also by its TOC. 
MLA has sections on research 
and writing, mechanics of writ-
ing, format of research papers, 
common abbreviations, and a list 
of reference books in 22 fields. 
The Chicago Manual of Style: 
The Essential Guide for Writers, 
Editors, and Publishers (pub-
lished by the University of Chica-
go and used by many publishing 
houses), is split into three major 
sections: Bookmaking, Style, and 

Writing in Style
by Wendy Hart Beckman
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Item MLA AP Chicago AMA (Medical) APA

Serial 
commas

Use commas to separate 
items in a series

To separate elements in 
a series, but not before 
the ýnal conjunction in 
a simple series

Within a series of three 
or more items with ñandò 
and ñorò

Use a comma before 
the last conjunction (but 
use commas sparingly)

Within a series of 
three or more items 
with ñandò and ñorò

In-text 
citations (Last name, date) Donôt even go there (Last name date) ð no 

comma

(Journal name. Date: 
page numbers) Even 
better: use numbered 
footnotes or endnotes

(Last name page 
number) ð no 
comma

List of 
references 
at end

ñWorks Citedò None
ñReferences,ò ñLiterature 
Citedò or ñList of 
Referencesò

ñReference Listò ñReferencesò

Statesô 
names

Spell out statesô names 
in the text, but use the 
Postal abbreviation in 
documentation

Spell out when they 
stand alone; condense 
to ýt typographical 
requirements; use their 
speciýc abbreviations if 
combined with a city

Spell out in full when 
standing alone; use their 
speciýc abbreviations if 
combined with a city; 
use two-letter Postal 
abbreviation as a last resort

Spelled out in full 
when alone; use their 
abbreviations with 
cities; use two-letter 
postal abbreviations 
only when also using 
ZIP codes

Use Postal 
abbreviations

Numbers

In literature, spell out 
numbers written in 
one or two words; in 
technical documents, 
use numerals for 
measurements and in 
comparisons

Unless otherwise 
directed by speciýc 
separate entries, spell out 
whole numbers below 
10; OK to mix number 
words and ýgures in one 
sentence

Spell out one through 
one hundred. If you 
can express numbers 
between one thousand 
and ten thousand as a 
phrase, even better: ñan 
essay of ýfteen hundred 
words.ò

Numerals should be 
used most of the time, 
unless they begin a 
sentence

Use numerals for 
10 and above (or 
below 10 if grouped 
with numerals in the 
same paragraph for 
comparision)

Other 
interesting 
tidbits

Unlike APA, you can 
list interviews, personal 
e-mails and listserve 
messages but cite them as 
personal communication.

Never abbreviate Alaska, 
Hawaii, Idaho, Iowa, 
Maine, Ohio, Texas or 
Utah

The University of Chicago 
Press revised Turabianôs 
style guide to ýt their style 
after Turabianôs death. 
Hmmmm. Sounds ýshy.

Donôt use periods with 
abbreviations (eg, MD)

ñAuthors should 
balance the rules 
of the Publication 
Manual with good 
judgment.ò

Whatõs the Diff?

Production and Printing. Of its 
921 pages, 213 discuss documen-
tation. AMA has five major sec-
tions: Preparing an Article for 
Publication, Style, Terminology, 
Measurement and Quantitation, 
and Technical Information.

 If you buy a used style guide, 
make sure it was published af-
ter 1996. Before that, very few 
people had heard of the Internet 
or the World Wide Web. Any book 
from 1995 or before will not tell 
you how to cite sources from the 
Web. 

The Columbia Guide to Online 
Style says to cite electronic docu-
ments with as much information 
as you have available. In either 
the humanities or scientific 

style, the date accessed always 
concludes the citation, in pa-
rentheses. Most interesting to 
my students will be Columbiaõs 
recommendation for in-text ci-
tations to use the authorõs last 
name for the humanities style or 
(authorõs last name, date) in the 
scientific style. No messing with 
lengthy URLs that mess up your 
right margin.

Another guide used by com-
puter literates is the computer 
society style guide published 
by the Institute of Electrical 
and Electronics Engineers, 
Inc. (IEEE) Find it at http://
www.computer.org/author/style/
cs-style.htm.

Instructions for citing elec-
tronic sources and comparisons 
of style guides are readily avail-
able on the Web, but you need to 
be sure of the sourceõs credibility. 
Sometimes these comparisons 
are wrong; there is little vetting 
or fact checking on the Web. If 
you want to know what a specific 
style guide says, go to the sourceõs 
mouth. For school assignments, 
students often summarize style 
guides and post them for a grade 
from the teacher. Too bad we 
donõt see the grade. I hope this 
article would get an òA.ó

[[The above article appeared in the Sep-
tember 2003 issue of Writerõs Digest. Re-
printed by perrmission of the author.]]




























