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checked with an engine, but it’s only good
for a game or two before someone finds a
crushing antidote. To have a long-term
solution (and this is my intention), you
need a good combination of solid main
lines and original computer-generated
novelties. I’m going to use MCO to direct
me in my quest. So let the work begin.
First major answer to 1. e4 is of course

1. ... e5. Despite an ample amount of the-
ory, all you need to start playing 1. ... e5
is to find just one satisfactory line in one
of the following: Modern Steinitz (pages 60-
63), Arkangel (64-67), Open (72-77),
Closed (81-82), Chigorin (83-86), Breyer
(87-88), Smyslov (89-90) or Zaitsev (91-92).
The Berlin, Petrov and Marshall attack
are excluded from our search because of
their clear drawing tendencies. Which one
is the most popular on a high level right
now? A Megabase search of 2650 and up
shows that the obvious favorite for 2008
(even though not a contender to Berlin or
Marshall) is ... the Breyer variation! Let’s
see whatMCO offers us on the Breyer. The

main line (19, page 87) is right on the
money! The comment f) leads us to a posi-
tion from Shirov-Van der Sterren, Wijk
aan Zee, 1998 which became a starting
point for two excellent games in 2008:
Timofeev-Azarov, Europe ch, 2008 and
Inarkiev-Kamsky, Baku Grand Prix, 2008.

After 21. Ra3

Even though Kamsky’s game was played
a week earlier, I like his plan with 22. ...
Nh7 better than 21. ... Nfd7, played by
Azarov. No wonder the winners in these
games were Kamsky and Timofeev.
Once I know what my main line is (the

Inarkiev-Kamsky game), I can start to
work out sidelines going backward, start-
ing with an important alternative, 15. b3
(when Black’s best answer seems to be 15.
... c6) and going all the way down to the
Exchange Ruy Lopez and Scotch game
etc. MCO is an excellent tool when you
need a quick answer to how to treat a
sideline. But no matter how excited you
might be about your main line, a backup
is a must. For example, if you’re an Amer-
ican player, you don’t necessarily want
to face a King’s Gambit from our new
champion Yury Shulman or be tortured in
the Ruy Lopez by Julio Becerra.
On the top level, the main-line, backup

picture is the following:

Anand—Najdorf Sicilian, backed by
the Caro-Kann;
Kramnik—Petrov, no backup;
Morozevich—Najdorf Sicilian, backed
by French, Paulsen, Ruy Lopez;
Topalov—Najdorf Sicilian, backed by
French and Caro-Kann;
Ivanchuk—Najdorf Sicilian, backed
by French, Paulsen, Caro- Kann and
Ruy Lopez;
Carlsen—Dragon, no backup, keep
changing it every tournament;
Aronian—Marshall Ruy Lopez, no
backup;
Kamsky—various Ruy Lopez backed
by Paulsen, Caro-Kann.
So let’s move on!

Next there is an excellent chapter on
Alekhine—small wonder since de Firmian
himself is a long-time practitioner on the
black side. Unfortunately for me, this is one
of the openings I would like to replace.
The Caro-Kann is next. I’ve always felt

that the only way for Black to fight for the
initiative early after 1. e4 c6 2. d4 d5 3.
Nc3 dxe4 4. Nxe4 is the Karpovian 4. ...
Nd7, and it is so out of favor right now. 4.
... Bf5 leads to positions that are too dry
for my taste. Another concern is the vari-
ation 3. e5, where Black’s lack of space
makes it hard for him/her to strike early.
For the same reason, I won’t entertain
the possibility of the Pirc Defense.
This leaves me with French and various

Sicilians. My major concern about the
French is the move 3. Nd2: Morozevich
and Topalov have demonstrated pretty
exciting ways to fight against 3. Nc3 with
3. ... Nf6. While White is not anywhere
near an advantage in this line, it is very
risky for Black to play for an advantage.
Sicilians are much better suited for the
purpose of avoiding early exchanges and
creating active play: you rarely find your-
self in a cramped position. Having made
up my mind to play Sicilian, it makes
total sense to make use of de Firmian’s
vast experience in the Najdorf Variation.
What I’m going to do now is to study
recent games on both of my choices, the
Breyer and the Najdorf, with constant
checking the events in them against the
“best” line ofMCO. How did it all work out
for me? Check out November 2008 FIDE
ELO list.
So in conclusion, I think de Firmian’s

book is a product of hard and honest work,
full of practical “quick fixes”—so necessary
in stressful tournament conditions.
If you consider yourself a regular tour-

nament player who loves experimenting
with openings, this book is for you. If you
need to answer opening questions for a
group of 20 kids with some sense of
authority or just want to stop losing on a
black side of the Smith-Morra, this book
will do magic for you. Like Brian Eno said
once about the most successful band he
ever produced, “Their strength is in know-
ing their limitations.” (U2, of course.)MCO
is a priceless tool and companion in your
chess adventures as long as you don’t
ask it for what it cannot give to you..
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MCO THROUGH THE YEARS
Edition Year Authors

1 1911 R. C. Griffith and J. H. White,
with an introduction by H. E.
Atkins

2 1913 R. C. Griffith and J. H. White,
with an introduction by H. E.
Atkins

3 1916 R. C. Griffith and J. H. White
4 1925 R. C. Griffith and J. H. White,

completely revised by R. C.
Griffith, M. E. Goldstein, and P.
W. Sergeant

5 1932 R. C. Griffith and J. H. White,
completely revised by P. W.
Sergeant, R. C. Griffith, and M.
E. Goldstein

6 1939 R. C. Griffith and J. H. White,
completely revised by Reuben
Fine, R. C. Griffith, and P. W.
Sergeant

7 1946 R. C. Griffith and J. H. White,
completely revised by Walter
Korn under the editorship of R.
C. Griffith and P. W. Sergeant

8 1952 edited and completely revised
by Walter Korn

9 1957 completely revised by Walter
Korn and John W. Collins

10 1965 completely revised by Larry
Evans under the editorship of
Walter Korn

11 1972 Walter Korn
12 1982 Walter Korn
13 1990 Walter Korn, revised by

Nick de Firmian
14 1999 completely revised by Nick

de Firmian
15 2008 completely revised by

Nick de Firmian
~Source: Wikipedia.com

Modern Chess
Openings, 15th
Edition by Nick
de Firmian.
McKay Chess
Library.
748 pages.
List price:
$29.95,
Member price:
$28.95.

Visit uscfsales.com
for this and other
member discounts
on books and
equipment.

CL_09-2008_MCO_AKF_FB_r9.qxp:chess life  8/6/08  12:12 PM  Page 42


