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Philadelphians, the average length of their
moves has only been six and a half min-
utes, less than half the allotted time.
It is confidently expected that the game

will be finished this evening.—Philadelphia
Evening Bulletin, November 22nd, 1858.
Game adjourned to November 22.

32. Kd2 Rd8+ 33. Ke2 Rd3 34. a4 h4 35. g4
hxg3 e.p. 36. hxg3 f5 37. Rb2 Kd5

The opposition is gained, but White,
too wary, won't change. At this point
Black had the game in their hands, by
playing 37. ... Rd8 but this move was
overruled in committee, because, though
plausible, it had not been sufficiently
analyzed.

38. Rb1 c4 39. bxc4+ Kxc4 40. Rb7 Rb3 41.
Rc7+ Kb4 42. Rxg7 Kxa4 43. g4 Rb2+ 44.
Kf1 fxg4 45. Re7 Rb8

This seems very bad. Philadelphia
ought rather to have played 45. ... Rb4
and we cannot discover how New York can
draw. Suppose 46. f5 Kb3 47. f6 Rb6 48.
f7 Rf6+ 49. Kg2 a4 50. Rb7+ Kc3 51. Ra7
Kd3 52. Rxa4 and should win for Black.
(Or if 46. Ke2 Kb3 47. Kd2 Kb2 48. f5 a4
49. f6 Rb6 50. f7 Rf6 51. Rb7+ Ka2 and
would, it appears to us, ultimately win.—
Chess Monthly
The moves made last evening are all

marked with the same deep study as
those of the previous sittings of the com-
mittees. It will be noticed that the 37th
move of White (Rb2) was the only move on
the board that could have been made
without loss of material. The last move of
White (Re7) seems to have been more for
the purpose of attacking than for taking
a pawn, and though by some considered
a brilliant one, yet was admirably
answered.”—Philadelphia Public Ledger,
November 23, 1858
Game adjourned to November 25th.

46. f5 Rf8 47. Rxe4+ Kb3 48. Rf4 a4 49. Kg2
a3 50. e4 a2 51. Rf1

If 51. ... Kb2 with the intention of after-
wards playing 52. ... a1=Q, New York
would have moved 52. f6 and 53. Rxa1
and would have at least drawn by means
of its two united and passed pawns.—
Chess Monthly

51. ... Ra8 52. f6

Suppose they had played 52. Ra1, they
would have lost! And yet 52 and 53 would
only have been inverted. Thus 52. Ra1
Ra3 they can’t play up the king, because
of the discovered check. If 53. f6 (And if
53. Rxa2 Kxa2 and wins.) 53. ... Kb2 54.
Rxa2+ (Nor would it make any difference
to play 54. f7 as Black would play 54. ...
Rf3 at once.) 54. ... Kxa2 55. f7 Rf3 and
wins. We venture to bet that not one of the
critics of this game saw this fine variation.
Doubtless the New York committee saw it.

52. ... Kc4 53. Ra1 Kd4 54. Kg3 Kxe4 55. f7
Rf8 56. Rxa2 Rxf7 57. Ra4+ Ke3, Draw.

Altogether, one of the best games ever
played in this country, notwithstanding
the criticisms of the Washington Union
and others, who think that a game of
chess is not good except, like a bottle of
turnip champagne, it makes a great pop.
—Philadelphia Evening Bulletin, Decem-
ber 24th, 1858.
“As was anticipated,” the Philadelphia

Evening Bulletin reported on its front page
the next day, “the game resulted in a
“draw.” At the 57th move White proposes
to consider the game a draw. Black moves
out of check, and White asks, “Does
Philadelphia object to a draw?” Black
“consents to a draw and congratulates the
New York committee on the able manner
in which they have conducted the game.”
The Philadelphia paper also mentioned

the additional visual attraction of the
match: “The ‘Hughes Instrument’ so sci-
entifically worked by Manager Bullock
and his assistants, continued to prove a
masterly rival of the chessboard, for the
interest and admiration of the numer-
ous spectators at the Telegraph office.”
The Bulletin and the New York Times

also gave transcripts a series of telegrams
sent back and forth between the playing
committees. The Times reported on
November 26:
“The first game of the Telegraphic

Chess-Match was concluded last evening,
the result being a “drawn game.” On the
fifty-seventh move, New York having
checked Philadelphia, the latter
responded by moving the king to the e3
square. New York then proposed to draw,
to which Philadelphia agreed, (at 9:00
p.m.), and the game ended. ... The game
having been concluded, congratulatory
messages were exchanged as follows:
The New York players responded, “New

York also congratulates Philadelphia upon
the conclusion of the first game of the
match, a termination which is equally
honorable to both parties, and which can
be a source of no dissatisfaction to either.”
The telegraphed congratulations the

Evening Bulletin printed included a pro-
posal for the second game in the match,
as well as thank yous for the technicians
who transmitted the moves:
“In consequence of important engage-

ments of several of the members of the
committee, it will be impossible to play a
second game at present. Mr. Montgomery
will visit New York next week, and may be
prepared to make arrangements for play-
ing the other game.
(Signed) A. B. DOUGHERTY, New York

Umpire”

“All right. New York would also prefer
a short adjournment.
(Signed) FISKE”

“The Philadelphia committee felt satis-
fied that the New York committee will
unite with them in bearing testimony to
the astonishing rapidity and undeviat-
ing accuracy with which the moves have
been transmitted by the American Tele-
graph Company, and also to the liberality,
courtesy, and attention of the managers
and electricians of the company.
(Signed) FRANCIS WELLS, Secretary”

“The New York players cheerfully unite
with the Philadelphia committee in their
expressions of gratification at the wonder-
ful perfection and celerity with which the
moves have been transmitted from one
city to another by the American Tele-
graph Company. They also heartily concur
in thanking the electricians for their cour-
tesy.
(Signed) NEW YORK COMMITTEE”

This first match game drew tremen-
dous publicity for the telegraph,
something telegraphy needed after the
debacle of the Atlantic Cable. The Amer-
ican Telegraph Company had reason to be
pleased with the good press it and the
Hughes transmitter received, and the
glowing testimonials of the players added
positive sounds to the din over telegraphy.
Indeed, much of the noise about the

telegraph game among chessplayers was
the clicking of telegraph transmitters. As
the chess column of the December 11th,
1858 Bulletin put it, “The Telegraph Match
between Philadelphia and New York bids
fair to set all the wires in the country to
work, flashing chess games to and fro.” In
eastern Pennsylvania alone five chess
clubs (Norristown, Doylestown, Allen-
town, Easton, and Mauch Chaunk) all
began telegraph matches. The match
games, and criticisms of the play,
appeared in newspapers in Philadelphia,
New York, Washington, Boston, Cincin-
nati, and other U.S. cities. Howard
Staunton printed the game in his Illus-
trated London News column, bringing the
match to international attention.
While this telegraph boom was going

on, the New York and Philadelphia play-
ers were negotiating a rematch. They
eventually decided to resume combat on
December 18, with the same participants,
aside from Napoleon Marache replacing
Daniel Fiske on the New York team.

Giuoco Piano (C54)
Philadelphia
New York
Telegraph Match, Game 2

1. e4 e5 2. Nf3 Nc6 3. d4 exd4 4. Bc4 Bc5 5.
c3 Nf6 6. e5 d5 7. Bb5 Ne4 8. cxd4 Bb6 9.
Nbd2
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