|9
\BENRON

CL_08-2008_scholastics_combo_ AKF r9.gxp:chess life 7/9/08 %2 AM Page 34

(See sidebar “Controversy!” on the next page.) Adam Weser (left) and Warren Harper
(right) set up the position in question under the eye of tournament director Chris Bird.

All of these queen moves will come
back to haunt Black. It gives White just
enough time to advance his h-pawn
which will be important later.

15. g4 b5 16. h4 Qb7 17. c4 bxc4 18. Bxc4
Rc7 19. h5 Rac8 20. Bb3
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After 20. Bb3

A critical moment. Seeing no other
improvements to his position, Black
decides now is the right time to go after
the weak pawn. It turns out to be a mis-
calculation.

20. ... Rxc1+ 21. Rxc1 Rxc1+ 22. Qxc1 Nxd5?

Better is 22. ... Nxh5! 23. Qc6! Qb8
(23. ... Qb4? 24. Qc8+ Bf8 25. Bc3) 24.
Bxa7 Qxa7 25. Qc8+ Bf8 26. gxh5 and
White’s two connected passers are offset
by his three isolated pawns.

(see analysis diagram top of next column)

Also, if White ever releases the pin,
Black’s bishop surprisingly has more
potential.

23. Bxg7 Kxg7 24. h6+!

Black usually feels safe in the Dragon
when there are no open files on his king,
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but here a back rank weakness forces his
king to walk the plank.
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Analysis after 26. gxh5

4. ... Kf6
Not 24. ... Kg8?? 25. Bxd5 Qxd5 26.
Qc8 mate.
25. g5+ Kf5
If 25. ... Ke6 then 26. Qf4!! and 27.

Qe4+ will win the knight.

26. Qg1 Nb4 27. Qg4+ Ke5 28. Bxf7 Nd3 29.
Qe6+

Possible here is 29. Qe4+, but Thaler
wants Black’s king a little farther afield.

9. ... Kd4 30. Qe4+

This turns out to give Black a draw. 30.
Qe2 would keep up the pressure.

0. ... Qxe4 31. fxe4 Ne5?

If 31. ... Kxe4? 32. Bxgb6+; 31. ... Ke5!
(or Ke3) is the right way. 32. Bxgb Kf4 33.
Bxh7 Kxg5 and equality.

32. Bg8 Nd7 33. Bxh7 Nf8 34. Bg8 Kxe4 35.
h7 Nxh7 36. Bxh7 Kf5 37. b4 Kxg5 38. b5 Kf6
39. a4 Ke6 40. a5 Kd7 41. Bxg6é d5 42. Bf7

o

Kd6 43. b6 axb6 44. a6 Kc7 45. Bxd5 Kb8 46.
Kc2 Ka7 47. Bc4, Black resigned.

For the unassuming Yeager, the vic-
tory is his first national title. Though he
entered the tournament as the number
two seed, not many past champions of the
high school nationals learned the game as
late as Yeager, who only took up the game
at age 11. Now a junior at Hatboro Hor-
sham High School, Yeager does not
envision graduation to be an end to his
meteoric rise—he has his eyes on the
University of Maryland, Baltimore County,
where he has already talked to the faculty
about attending on a chess scholarship.
Though he is self-taught, his goal is to
become a grandmaster. Given the past
winners of the high school title, including
GMs Larry Christiansen (1971, 1973),
Michael Rohde (1974), John Fedorowicz
(1975), Joel Benjamin (1980, 1981),
Patrick Wolff (1983), Jesse Kraai (1988),
Alex Sherzer (1989), and his idol Hikaru
Nakamura (2001), it is not historically
improbable for that to happen.

Yeager is a big Philadelphia Eagles fan
who also enjoys playing tennis. He likes
competition and plays intuitively, though
he wishes he would force himself to cal-
culate more variations in his games. He
is reserved but respected by his chess
peers. Yeager said he did not prepare in
any special way for the tournament,
though the title means a great deal. When
asked about comparing this tournament
to open competitions, he said, “I would
want to win this one.”

In round five, a firestorm of salvos and
counterpunches tested both his gut and
his brain. Yeager’s king feigned right and
headed left, he sacrificed both rooks on
their home squares, and a few minor
pieces were thrown in for good measure.
His play was more colorful than his
description of it; he said simply, “I got out
of it somehow.” In the end, the canvas
became art.

Sicilian Defense,

Moscow Variation (B51)
James Canty 1II (2131)

Daniel Yeager (2347)

High School Championship (5),
04.20.2008

Notes by Daniel Yeager

1. e4 ¢5 2. Nf3 d6 3. Bb5+ Nd7

Instead of the standard ... Bd7 this is

more imbalanced.
4.c3

I had never seen this move before and
followed up very wrongly. The point is to
be able to retreat the bishop back to c2.

4. ... Ngf6 5. Qe2 a6 6. Ba4 e6
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