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Special Prizes

House of Staunton—
Commemorative Sets Available
The House of Staunton again
provided chess sets and boards
for the championship, which were
lovely replicas of the sets used in
the Fischer-Spassky match. At
the closing ceremony the players
autographed the boards and
set certificates. These souvenirs
can now be purchased at
www.houseofstaunton.com.

Caribbean Gambit Chess Cruise
Cruisingthroughlife.com donated
an instructor deal to the first
prize on their upcoming chess
cruise worth $5,000 cash plus
expenses to the winner. This
brought the total value of first
place to over $13,000. He is slated
to join Hikaru Nakamura and
Irina Krush as instructors on this
cruise in October. For details,
see the website.

Goddesschess Fighting Chess
Award to Tatev Abrahamyan
Goddesschess.com sponsored
a $500 “Fighting Chess” prize
for the women. The Susan Polgar
Foundation contributed $150
to this amount. The award went
to Abrahamyan whose third place
tie result consisted of six wins,
three losses, no draws.

Fighting Spirit Awards
A “Fighting Spirit Award” of
$100 per round was donated by
Jeff Smith, of South Carolina.
It was awarded to the most
fighting game of each round,
as suggested by the viewers each
day on MonRoi and chosen by
the organizing committee. The
winners were: (1) Gulko-Kaufman,
(2) Becerra-Fedorowicz,

(8) Gulko—-Shulman, (4)
Friedel-Gulko, (5) Tuvshintugs—
Zenyuk (6) Rohonyan—
Abrahamyan, (7) Ivanov—
Fedorowicz (8) Zatonskih—-Krush
(9) Ippolito—-Gulko.
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allows Black to keep his f-pawn with ... g6
soon, and in the post-mortem the players
were looking at lines like 26. Nxf5 Bf6 27.
b3! Nxd3 28. Ba3. Even then the invasion
with 28. ... Rc2 favors Black.

26. ... Nxd3 27. Ba3 g6! 28. Rb1 Rc2 29. Nf1
Rxa2 30. Rb3 Nxf2+ 31. Kg1 Ne4 32. Bb2 Kf7
33. d3 Ng5 34. Nd2 Bf6 35. Nc4 Nf3+ 36. Kg2
Bxb2 37. Kxf3 Bd4 38. Kg3 g5 39. Ra3 Rxa3
40. Nxa3 Keb6 41. Nc2 Ke5 42. h3 Bb6, White
resigned.

Shulman’s Road to the Title

Shulman started slowly with a solid
draw as black vs. Fedorowicz. Then he
made it clear he was here to win with an
amazing positional endgame over David
Pruess, in which his tripled pawns (all he
had left) beat David’s four connected ones!

In round three Yury grabbed a pawn
against Gulko and endured a cramped
position with the help of a tactical shot to
win. Next Yury came close to winning
against main rival Onischuk, but was
unable to convert a pawn-up ending. His
luck was better the next day, beating
Kaidanov to join Kudrin on top with 4/5.
Gregory had sacrificed a rook to keep his
attack stoked, but Yury gave back a piece
to reach a winning Exchange-up ending.
Shulman then defeated co-leader Kudrin,
as seen, to reach 5-1 and a full point
lead. This set the stage for a crucial fight
with Julio Becerra during the round-
seven carnage:

French, Winawer (C18)

GM Julio Becerra (2644)

GM Yury Shulman (2673)

2008 FKB U.S. Championship (7),
05.19.2008

1. e4 €6 2. d4 d5 3. Nc3 Bb4 4. e5 c5 5. a3
Bxc3+ 6. bxc3 Ne7 7. Qg4 cxd4 8. Qxg7 Rg8
9. Qxh7 Qc7 10. Ne2 Nbc6 11. f4 Bd7 12.
Qd3 dxc3 13. Nxc3 a6 14. Rb1 Na5 15. h4

With a one-point lead, Shulman shows
courage playing the complex Winawer
against such a dangerous opponent. The
players are following a recent grandmas-
ter game from Baku.

15. ... Nf5 16. Rh3 0-0-0 17. h5 Nc4 18. Rb4
Bc6 19. Ne2 Bb5 20. a4 Qc5 21. Ba3 Bc6 22.
Qc3

(see diagram top of next column)

22. ... Rg4!

Shulman had examined this move at
home and wasn'’t able to find a good con-
tinuation for White, so he gave it a try.
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23. hé

One of the alternatives the players
looked at was 23. a5!? which among other
things allows Ra4, getting Ba3 into play;
i.e. 23. ... Rdg8 24. Ra4 Qa7!? (24. ...
QbS5 25. Rb4 Qc5 with equality) 25. Rb4
but even then Black has 25. ... Rxg2!?
with an attack.

23. ... Rh8 24. h7 Rg7 25. Rb3 Qa7 26. Bc1

Seemingly better is 26. a5. Then 26. ...
Nxa3 27. Rxa3 d4 is still pleasant for
Black.

26. ... Bxa4 27. Qb4 b5 28. Rh5 a5 29. Qc3
Rgxh7 30. Rxf5 exf5 31. Qd3 Qc5 32. Nc3
Rh5 33. Nxa4 bxa4 34. Rc3 Kb8 35. Ba3 Qb5
36. Kf2

Tigran suggested White’s last chance
was to try 36. Rxc4 Qxc4 37. Qxc4 dxc4
38. Bxc4 and see if Black could convert
this odd double-Exchange plus ending.

36. ... Rh1 37. Bd6+ Kb7 38. Be2 Qb6+ 39.
Kg3 R1h3+, White resigned.

In round 8 Yury just barely held a draw
with white against a very determined
Eugene Perelshteyn. But unfortunately for
the pursuers, Kudrin could only draw
against Friedel, and Akobian-Onischuk
was also split (with Varuzhan possibly
missing a win in a pawn-up rook ending).

Shulman needed only a draw in the
last round. His opponent, Friedel, also
needed a draw for his third grandmaster
norm.

The result was easy to predict, and a
split point happened in short order. Thus
Yury Shulman became the 2008 U.S.
champion with an impressive 7-2 score,
and Josh Friedel became America’s
newest grandmaster.

You can find much, much more about the
U.S. Championships on Chess Life Online
at uschess.org (May archives), including: an
open letter from Irina Krush (and the
response from the organizing committee, a
media gallery by Betsy Dynako, a full-
length interview with Anna Zatonskih, and
round-by-round recaps of all the action.
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