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like the most consistent. 13. a3 is a safer
possibility, but I can’t imagine it being too
dangerous; 13. Bc4 is interesting, the
idea being to immobilize the knight due
to Qg6+. 13. ... Be6 14. Nbd2 and the
position is fine for White, but again not too
threatening.

13. ... Ndb4 14. Qe4

Other squares are bad. 14. Qe2 Bg4
and Black is happy; 14. Qc4 Be6 does
nothing good; 14. Qb1 Nxd4 15. Nxd4
Qxd4 16. Rd1 Qf6 and Black is fine.

14. ... f5

Gulko takes up the gauntlet. While he
is often a very quiet positional player, he
does like a good fight, and doesn’t mind
being the one to provoke it. 14. ... Nxd4
15. Rad1 is not great for Black, as 15. ...
Bf5? runs into 16. Rxd4!

15. Qe2

Not 15. Qb1, which just runs into the
simple 15. ... Nxd4.

15. ... f4

Black is committed, he has to go for it.
I knew it was totally possible I was sim-
ply lost here, but it is useless worrying
about such things. Sometimes you have
to do what you have to do.

16. Qc4+ Kg7

I thought this was a mistake during the
game, but as it turns out it’s not so bad.
16. ... Kh8 is safer, after which 17. d5 fxg3
18. hxg3 Nc2 (18. ... Rxf3 19. dxc6 Rxc3
20. Qxc3+ Qd4 21. Qe1! is good for White.)
19. dxc6 Nxa1 20. Nd5! (idea Qc3+) 20. ...
Be6 21. Qc3+ Kg8 22. cxb7 Rb8 23. Nxb6
cxb6 24. Bc6 and matters are far from
clear.

17. d5 fxg3 18. hxg3

After 18. hxg3

18. ... Nc2?

This turns out badly, however. 18. ...
Rxf3 19. dxc6 (19. gxf3 Qd6! 20. Kg2
Nd4! and White is toast.) 19. ... Rxc3 20.
Qxc3+! (20. bxc3 Nxc6 21. Bxc6 bxc6 22.
Qxc6 Bf5 was my plan in the game, and
though I thought Black was probably
better, matters still weren’t totally clear.)
20. ... Qd4 21. Qe1! This is the move I
missed, which was pointed out to me
later by Larry Christiansen. I have
absolutely no idea what is going on now.
21. ... Qd6 22. Rd1 Nd5 23. Qe4 bxc6 24.
Bd3 is the line the computer likes, after
which even it doesn’t know what to think.

Analysis after 24. Bd3

19. dxc6 Nxa1 20. Rd1!

After this move he began to sense
danger, but it was a bit late.

20. ... Qf6 21. Ne4 Be6 22. Rd7+!

Shockingly the computer misses this
move, but I don’t see how, nothing else
looked good to me at all.

22. ... Rf7

Crushing is 22. ... Kg6 23. Qc1 Qf5
24. cxb7 Rab8 25. Qc6.

23. Nxf6?!

Stronger is 23. Qc1 Qf5 24. cxb7 Rb8
25. Qc3+.

23. ... Bxc4 24. Nh5+! Kf8?

But after this, Black loses quickly. 24.
... Kh7 25. Bxc4 Rxd7 26. cxd7 Rd8 27.
Be6 is probably winning or close to it, but
White still has work to do; 24. ... Kg6
25. Ne5+ Kxh5 26. Rxf7 Bxf7 27. g4+
Kh4 28. g3+ Kh3 29. Bf1 mate is one of
the many pretty variations.

25. cxb7 Rb8

After 25. ... Rb8

26. Ne5!!

This is my favorite move of the game.
It is not only pretty, but without it White
would be simply lost. I had to have this
in mind when I played 23. Nxf6.

26. ... Bxf2+

With 26. ... Rxd7 27. Nxd7+ Ke7 28.
Nxb8 Bxb5 29. Na6 I queen; 26. ... c6 27.
Bxc4 Rxb7 28. Rxf7+ Rxf7 29. Nxf7.

27. Kh2 Re7

Of no help is 27. ... Bg1+ 28. Kh1.

28. Bxc4, Black resigned.

He’s either losing all his pieces or get-
ting mated. While it wasn’t a perfect game,
it was one of the nicest I’d played in
awhile, giving me the spark I needed to
earn my final norm in this tournament.

Sergey Kudrin

The veteran grandmaster came very
close to winning this event, using innova-
tive opening play such as 1. e4 d6 2. d4
Nf6 3. Nc3 Nbd7 4. g4!? in his victory over
Akobian with white. With black he twice
tried the unusual 1. e4 c5 2. c3 d5 3. exd5
Qxd5 4. d4 g6!? defeating Galant and
nearly Onischuk as well. Kaidanov also
played 2. c3 against him. Only Friedel
dared the open Sicilian, a sharp Dragon
that was drawn. The key for him however
was the loss to Shulman:

Grunfeld Defense (D85)
GM Yury Shulman (2673)
GM Sergey Kudrin (2584)
2008 FKB U.S. Championship (6),
05.18.2008
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The “Men’s” event ... began inauspiciously when
Tulsa Time befell the defending champ in the
very first round ...
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