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We begin the report with a look at the
players that had the biggest impact on
the championship.

Alex Shabalov

The “Men’s” event (actually the overall
championship, though it had no women
in it this year) began inauspiciously when
Tulsa Time befell the defending champ in
the very first round against Alex Yer-
molinsky. On move 18 Shabalov started
a natural-looking knight maneuver. But
the move left his queen unprotected,
allowing a combo that wins material.
Shabba resigned immediately, before
Yermo even made his reply.
Seeing a top contender stumble at the

gate had a galvanizing effect on the field.
Shabalov, however, seemed unable to
overcome this misstep, and although he
did mount a comeback he was not able to
get close to the leaders in the final rounds.

Varuzhan Akobian

Akobian came to this event with ambi-
tions for the title. With him as his second
was Tigran Petrosian. No, not THAT Pet-
rosian, another strong grandmaster by
that name from Armenia. Tigran helped
IM Alan Stein in the commentary room

every day. He gives notes for Var’s first
win:

Queen’s Gambit Declined,
Semi-Tarrasch (D41)
GM Varuzhan Akobian (2663)
GM Dmitry Gurevich (2587)
2008 FKB U.S. Championship (3),
05.15.2008
Notes by GM Tigran L. Petrosian

1. d4 d5 2. c4 e6 3. Nc3 Nf6 4. Nf3 c5?!

I don’t like this move because now after
5. cxd5 Black can’t take 5. ... exd5
because of 6. Bg5 when it’s a bad form of
the Tarrasch defense for him.

5. cxd5 Nxd5 6. e4 Nxc3 7. bxc3 cxd4 8. cxd4
Nc6

Usually Black has preferred to play 8.
... Bb4+ 9. Bd2 Qa5 10. Be2 Bxd2+ 11.
Qxd2 Qxd2+ 12. Kxd2 with a slightly bet-
ter ending for White.

9. a3

To prevent ... Bb4+ and to preserve the
dark-square bishops, which is better for
White.

9. ... Be7 10. Bd3

After 10. Bd3

10. ... 0-0

Black can’t take with ... Nxd4 because
of 11. Nxd4 Qxd4 12. Bb5+ and then 13.
Qxd4.

11. Bb2 Qa5+ 12. Kf1!

The position after 12. Qd2 Qxd2+ 13.
Kxd2 is about equal.

12. ... b6 13. Qe2

To prevent ... Ba6, exchanging bishops.

13. ... Bb7 14. h4! Rac8 15. Rh3!

Very risky, but at the same time very
strong!

15. ... Nb8?!

It’s hard to suggest a good move for
Black, but after this White’s attack is
very easy. For example, if Black plays
15. ... Rfd8 16. Rg3 Bf8 17. e5 Ne7 18.

Bxh7+ Kxh7 19. Ng5+ Kg8 20. Qh5 with
mate soon.

16. d5!

Sacrificing a pawn and opening the
bishop’s diagonal.

16. ... exd5 17. Rg3 f6

Now 17. ... g6 is also bad 18. exd5 Bd6
(18. ... Qxd5 19. Qxe7 Qxd3+ 20. Kg1
Nd7 21. Ne5) 19. Ng5! Bxg3 20. Qh5!!
gxh5 21. Bxh7 mate.

18. Nd4!

White has to continue to play actively
because Black needs only one tempo to
equalize.

18. ... dxe4 19. Qg4 Rf7 20. Bxe4 h5 21. Qf5

After 21. Qf5

The position is almost losing, but Black
tries his last chance.

21. ... Bxe4 22. Qxc8+ Kh7 23. Qxb8 Qd2 24.
Qe8 Bd5 25. Rxg7+

Giving no chance. 25. Qb5 is also win-
ning.

25. ... Kxg7 26. Nf5+ Kh7 27. Nxe7 Bxg2+ 28.
Kg1, Black resigned.

A very nice game by Akobian.

Conjuring space
Round two saw another Tulsa Time

development—the first controversy. Onis-
chuk complained (quite politely) that he
thought the tournament room was too
crowded and that it bothered him enough
that he would withdraw if something were
not done. Although most of the players
were happy with the room, it was about
half the size of last year’s room in Stillwa-
ter. The organizers chose it because it is
well lit, comfortable, and isolated from the
rest of the busy Tulsa Radisson hotel.
The backup plan was tried, involving the
use of another room for some of the
boards, but the players didn’t like this.
What was needed was a Tulsa Time

solution—and we found it. It turned out
it wasn’t the size of the room or the num-
ber of people in it that was the problem—it
was simply the way the tables were
arranged. They were in three long rows.
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Final Results
Place Points Name

1 7 Yury Shulman

2 6½ Alexander Onischuk

3 6 Sergey Kudrin

4-6 5½ Josh Friedel
Varuzhan Akobian
Eugene Perelshteyn

7-10 5 Julio Becerra
Alexander Ivanov
Ben Finegold
Boris Gulko

11-14 4½ Gregory Kaidanov
John Fedorowicz
Alexander Shabalov
Dmitry Gurevich

15-18 4 Alex Yermolinsky
Jesse Kraai
David Pruess
Daniel Ludwig

19-22 3½ David Vigorito
Michael Langer
Dean Ippolito
Larry Kaufman

23 2½ Sam Shankland

24 1½ Sergey Galant
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