USAT Events

to fish out the excellent opening repertoire
book The Chess Advantage in Black and
White by GM Kaufman himself. As I leafed
through it for ideas of what to play, I
bounced ideas off Alan, and finally con-
cluded that the Giuoco Piano would be the
best approach for me to take with white.”
A serious misstep in the opening left
Kaufman with an abysmal position, and
after just 33 moves, he conceded the
match by offering a draw. “I never thought
I'would ever win a USATE event in my life,”
says Mac Intyre. Of his team’s reaction, he
says, “We were simply thunderstruck.”
When they went to nearby Chevy’s restau-
rant to celebrate, IM Yury Lapshun
approached them with a group of young
students and made a display of asking the
team members for their autographs. Soon
afterwards, their names were to be
engraved on the giant plaque of past
USATE winners. “Palin Gambit” had
made history.

After all the festivities had ended and
I was safely on a plane flight headed
home to Ohio, I was still trying to piece
together all that I had seen. As a devoted
chess enthusiast, I have always loved the
game passionately. Never before, how-
ever, had I imagined it possible that so
many people could have so much fun
playing it.

Take, for example, the rapture
induced by the “Best Team Name” com-
petition. Of all the bragging rights a
team can garner at USATE, perhaps
none is more coveted than that of hav-
ing the best-named team. Before the
start of round four, organizer Steve
Doyle read aloud from a select list of
names. The one evoking the strongest
reaction from the tournament hall would
be declared the winner. Although each
of the names in contention was met
with mild applause, the crowd erupted
into cheers and laughter at “I Can See
Russians from My Board,” which
became an instant classic and the over-
all “Best Team Name” victor.

As usual, political puns were found in
abundance: “Blago Defense: Never
Resign,” “Biden My Time for a Barrack
Rank Mate,” “Reti for Change,” and
“Chess We Can,” were just a few. This
year, however, politics took a back seat
to the economy. Fan favorites included
“GM Team Needs a Bailout” and “New
York Stock Exchange Sac.” At least a
dozen names targeted fraudster Bernard
Madoff, from the straight-shooting “Mad-
off with Your Pieces” to the sophisticated
“Bernie Made Off with My Check.” Par-
odies of movies, such as “Harold &
Kumar Take Your White Castle,” were
scarcer this year than in past years,
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though some, such as “Scumdog Bil-
lionaire Bernie,” combined economic or
political allusions with cinematic ones.
Less common but still packing a punch
were those names reflecting recent
developments in top-level chess, such as
“Magnus Cum Laude” and “Vendi, Vidi,
Vishy.” Some teams even paid homage
to USATE itself—“Rules According to
Doyle” was one. Finally, it would be a
travesty not to note that the theme this
year was “The 60s,” and thus the “Best
Gimmick” award went to the “Parsip-
pany Chess Club Band,” whose song
parodied the famous Beatles’ “Sergeant
Pepper” tune.

Another example of the spirit of fun I
found at USATE was the willingness of
parents to enter the fray. One group of
brave “chess moms” and “chess dads” was
the “Slowskys,” led by the fearless, amiable,
and dashing Richard Yeager. With an
established rating well above 1400, the
father of reigning Denker champion FM
Daniel Yeager bravely put himself up as the
“team sacrifice” on board one, losing his
first four games but coming back to win the
last two. On boards two and three were
William Moore and Tom Douris, respec-
tively, and serving as the team anchor
was Timothy Low, father of Denker co-
champion Scott Low. Rounding out the
team was Masako Uesugi, mother of the
strong master Shinsaku Uesugi.

The devotion of many people is neces-
sary to promote, organize, and host
such an incredible event. Excalibur
Electronics donates the numerous chess
clock prizes, and volunteers such as
Bill Townsend work tirelessly to con-
tribute to the event using their time,
talent, and skills. Townsend is renowned
for his dedication to ensuring the car-
bon-copy game scores are all entered
into the computer database, a feat which
can take months to complete. The play-
ers of USATE are particularly grateful to
the many men and women who serve on
the tournament’s staff: Steve Doyle,
Carol Jarecki, Sophia Rohde, Mike
Somers, Hal Sprechman, Steve Immitt,
Roger Inglis, Larry Constance, Aaron
Kiedes, Joe Ippolito, Walt Heerschapp,
Judy Heerschapp, Noreen Davisson,
Mark Doyle, and Bernadette Doyle. Spe-
cial recognition this year also goes to the
“Ryatt Squad,” which celebrated 35
years of uninterrupted USATE atten-
dance this year.

Having attended this event—which I
would describe as a sort of “chess
revival”—will undoubtedly influence my
outlook on chess in the months and years
to come. Already, I have felt the three-
word “take-home message” of USATE sink
in: chess is fun! I feel more in tune with
my inner ability to revel in the friend-
ship and camaraderie of my fellow chess
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players. Not a bad result for a single
three-day weekend.

Finally, I would like to leave you with
the following impression of the exciting,
high-level chess that occurs when the
top boards of the top teams are in top
form. GM Pascal Charbonneau, playing
for the 13th-seeded team “Quantum of
Soltis”—which was in contention for the
title throughout the tournament—cre-
ated this round three masterpiece:

Sicilian Defense, Kan Variation (B43)
GM Pascal Charbonneau (2552)

Arthur Feuerstein (2200)

U.S. Amateur Team East (3), 02.15.2009
Notes by Charbonneau

After the game, during analysis, I found
out that my opponent had drawn against
Bobby Fischer on five occasions, before
finally losing one at the breakthrough
U.S. Championship Fischer won at the
age of 14.

1. e4 c5 2. Nf3 e6 3. d4 cxd4 4. Nxd4 a6 5.
Nc3 b5 6. Bd3 Bb7 7. 0-0 b4!?

A risky move. Black usually waits for
White to play a2-a4 to make this push. The
problem is that Black is still several moves
away from castling, and White can easily
open some lines with c2-c3 or a2-a3.

8. Na4

Playable is 8. Nce2 but the text is more
aggressive, keeping an eye on the b6
square, and leaving the e-file open for
the rook or queen.

8. ... Qa5 9. c3 Nf6 10. Re1 bxc3

This would be OK if Black could develop
normally afterwards, but tactically there
is a flaw. Better was 10. ... Nc6 when I was
considering the sneaky 11. a3!? bxc3 (11.

. bxa3 12. b4! is the point) 12. Nxc6
Bxc6 (12. ... cxb2 13. Nxa5 bxal=Q 14.
Nxb7 is good for White) 13. Nxc3 with a
preferable position for White but nothing
extraordinary.

11. Nxc3 dé 12. Qb3! Qc7 13. Bg5 Nbd7
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After 13. ... Nbd7

14. Bxf6
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