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a while back.

33. ... Qxe6

White nets a queen for a rook after 33.
... fxe6 34. Rxg7+ Qxg7 35. Rxg7+ Kxg7
36. Qxh5.

34. Qxh5 Qxa2

Here there were two possibilities to
defend against the mate threat; Bf2 and
Qh3. At first I had planned Bf2, but when
I saw Qh3, it looked more natural to me.

35. Qh3 Bd5 36. Qf1 Qd2

After 36. ... Qd2

37. h4!

I was really pleased to have found this
move with around a minute on the clock.
It gives some much needed air to the
white king.

37. ... Re8

The final mistake. Something like 37.
... a5 needed to be played. White’s up a
rook, but Black still has a bunch of pawns
... White should be able to make his mate-
rial advantage tell eventually, though.

38. Rxf7!

I made this move with three seconds
left! That was pretty dramatic, but I had
seen 38. Rxf7 right away and was just
making sure I wasn’t missing anything.

38. ... Qe3+ 39. Kh2

39. Bf2 was even stronger.

39. ... Qd2+ 40. Rf2 Qd4 41. Rxa7

And with two of Black’s pawns gone,
White is essentially up a rook for free
and wrapped up the game with a few
more careful moves.

41. ... Qg4 42. Ra1 Bc4 43. Qd1 Qe4 44. Qf3
Qe6 45. Ra8, Black resigned.

I was happy with my individual result,
but I was even more happy that the team
won. We’ve pulled off a number of upsets
in years past, but this one really stands
out to me in the convincing way [two
wins, two draws] we beat such a formida-
ble adversary as the Russian team. I’d like
to thank our team captain, FST Michael
Khodarkovsky, and our coach, GM Gre-

gory Kaidanov, for both their hard work
and great attitude during the event. And
last but not least, I’d like to thank my
teammates, each of whom came up with
big wins at critical moments to make our
bronze medal possible.

The women’s team bought into the con-
cept of unity, continuing to gel as the
tournament progressed, including a truce
between the top two players. Krush and
Zatonskih, still at odds over the contro-
versial time-scramble finish at the 2008
U.S. Women’s Championship, had not
spoken in six months. They played beside
each other round after round, silently
rooting for the result, if not the person.
After a loss to Poland, the team entered
a must-win round 10. Krush had sat
down for lunch prior to the round. Zaton-
skih came to eat beside her.
“I remember thinking how incredible

and ironic it was that we were having
this lunch together, and how it was a
great sign for the team,” Krush recalled.
“If Anna and I could sit down for lunch,
surely our team was a winning combina-
tion.” She insisted they did not make
peace, but rather “put aside personal
grievances.” Zatonskih agreed, but said
that after the lunch they “became closer.”

“I think we were both just influenced
by the team’s interest,” Krush said. “And
for that end, we just pulled together as a
team. It was kind of extraordinary, actu-
ally, with our acrimonious past and all.”
“I think team chemistry is huge if you

want to medal,” Goletiani said after the
tournament ended. “Little things make a
big difference. For example I met Katerina
for the first time and we became friendly
right away. Before each game we would
secretly pump our fists under the table for
good luck. It was like a secret handshake.
It’s silly but it helped.
“I liked competing as a team a lot.

When you are having a good tournament
you begin to understand how important
your result is for the team. Winning feels
good twice.”
The men’s team also clicked. Donald-

son called the team “cohesive” and
mentioned that they ate and went to the
sauna and gym together. Both teams
arrived at the playing hall in unison before
each round.
Zatonskih said that playing as a team

makes her play better. Her performance
rating was the highest of any women on
second board, earning her an individual
gold medal. Goletiani called the Olympiad
“one of the best tournaments of my life.”
She captured an individual silver.
Goletiani and Zatonskih, both recent

mothers, also had the shared experience
of missing their children. “I feel tired,”
Zatonskih said after the closing cere-
mony. “I want to go home. I miss my

daughter.”
Goletiani, who was in touch with her

16-month-old daughter Sophie three
times per day, was worried what gift she
could get from Dresden. “Everyone jokes
that you have to have something to bring
her. Now I have two.” After returning
home to New York, she said that her indi-
vidual and team medal are actually both
on display at the Westchester Chess Acad-
emy, where she works as a chess teacher.
Her students followed her play and e-
mailed her throughout the event.
Here she annotates her favorite game

from the event:

Reti Opening (A04)
WIM Ljilja Drljevic (FIDE 2259)
WGM Rusudan Goletiani (FIDE 2359)
38th Olympiad, Dresden, GER (1),
11.13.2008
Notes by Goletiani

This is the first round of the Olympiad
and it turns out to be a wild one. So
much for a nice quiet game and easing
myself back into competitive chess.

1. e4 c5 2. Nf3 e6 3. d3 d6 4. g3 Nc6 5. Bg2
g6 6. 0-0 Bg7 7. c3 e5

More common is 7. ... Nge7 but this is
a solid line with ... Nge7 and ... f7-f5
coming in the future.

8. Be3 Nge7 9. d4 exd4 10. cxd4 Bg4 11.
dxc5

Black has the option of taking on c5 or
b2. It turns out that the c5-pawn is the
safer choice.

11. ... Bxb2 12. Nbd2 dxc5 13. Bxc5

After 13. Bxc5

I used a lot of time calculating her
Exchange “sac.” Black can grab the rook
and keep the material but is left with
weak dark squares and very little piece
play.
13. ... Bxa1 14. Qxa1 0-0 15. Nc4 This

was the kind of position I felt was difficult
to go for a win with so I turned down the
Exchange and brought the bishop back
home. (15. Qf6 This seems more logical
but Black can follow up with ... Qd7-
Qe6).
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