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gonna dance and scream. I'm gonna hug
my teammates and tell them that they are
great.”

The team rebounded well after a disap-
pointing second-round loss to Israel. The
experience and guidance of Kaidanov, a
veteran player of the last six Olympiads,
proved helpful. “Both Mike (Khodark-
ovsky) and Gregory made it a point to
tell us the medals are decided during the
last few rounds,” Goletiani said. Krush,
the most experienced member of the team,
did not dwell on the early loss. Sitting at
her board before the third-round sweep
of Turkmenistan, she brushed off the
setback by mocking its importance. “Yeah,
we’re just going to pack it in and go
home,” she chaffed. The team won the
next two matches 3-1, and then com-
pleted another sweep, of Romania in
round six. They followed with a tie of
tournament leader China and then
knocked off Russia for the first time ever,
including Krush’s win over Women’s
World Champion GM Alexandra Koste-
niuk. “Everyone congratulates you when
you beat the world champion,” Krush
said. “But I feel like we both blundered.
It was very tense.”

Nimzo-Indian Defense,
Rubinstein Variation (E55)

IM Irina Krush (FIDE 2452)

GM Alexandra Kosteniuk (FIDE 2525)
38th Olympiad, Dresden, GER (8),
11.21.2008

Notes by Krush

This game came on the heels of my
first loss of the tournament, to WGM
Yifan Hou. Quite a painful loss, too, as I
ruined a winning position in time trouble,
and then inexplicably threw away the
remnants of my position with my 41st
move. So I wasn’t in the best psycholog-
ical state going into round eight.

1. d4 Nfé

Black’s first move indicates that it’ll
be a Nimzo-Indian Defense. Alexandra
used to play the Meran, but has recently
switched to the Nimzo. Of course, there
are lots of interesting things to be said
about the opening preparation for this
game, but it wouldn’t be wise to reveal
them.

2. c4 e6 3. Nc3 Bb4 4. e3 0-0 5. Bd3 c5 6. Nf3
d5 7. 0-0 dxc4 8. Bxc4 Nbd7 9. Qe2

In a blitz game the previous month, I
had tried 9. Qb3 against Alexandra, a
move which brought me a very nice vic-
tory earlier in the year, against Swedish
GM Pontus Carlsson in Wijk aan Zee.
The game Alexandra continued 9. ... ab
10. a4 Qc7 11. Rd1 b6 12. dS exdS 13.
Nxd5 Nxd5 14. Bxd5 Bb7 15. e4 Bxd5 16.
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Qxd5 Rad8 17. Bg5 Nf6 18. Qf5 Rxd1+ 19.
Rxd1 Qc6 20. e5 Qe4 21. Qxe4 Nxe4 22.
Be3 and it was drawn many moves later,
Krush-Kosteniuk, World Mind Sports
Blitz, 2008.

9. ... b6 10. Rd1 cxd4 11. Nxd4
11. exd4 is more common.
11. ... Bb7 12. e4!?

This was the move [ had in mind when
choosing 11. Nxd4. It’s a very rare move
(at first glance it appears to lose a pawn)
that was noticed by Pascal (Charbon-
neau), and struck him as an interesting
continuation that would be hard to deal
with over the board.

12. ... Bxc3 13. bxc3 Qe7

A natural square for the queen. Black
connects the rooks and gives much
needed protection to the e6-pawn, whose
vulnerability, as we see in the variations
below, was what justified White’s offer of
the e-pawn. Accepting the pawn with 13.
... Nxe4 is the most critical test of 12. e4,
but so far it hasn’t appealed to players of
the black pieces, who have chosen the
solid setup that Alexandra found in this
game. Of course, it’s clear that White’s
response will be 14. Nxe6 and it’s rather
daunting to try to work out the ensuing
complications over the board; 13. ... Bxe4
also runs into 14. Nxe6 fxe6 15. Bxe6+
Kh8 (15. ... Rf7 16. Rxd7 Nxd7 17. Qxe4)
16. Bxd7 and White is much better.

14. f3

Now White hurries to strengthen his
center. White’s pawn formation looks very
effective against the ... Bb7 and the ... Nf6;
the drawback in his position is the weak-
ness of the c3-pawn.

14. ... Ne5

Black immediately attacks the Bc4;
however, it’s probably more accurate to
begin with 14. ... Rfc8, keeping the threat
of ... Ne5 for the next move. That way
White won’t be able to move away to b3
without offering the c3-pawn. 14. ... Rfc8
15. a4 Ne5 16. Ba3 Qc7 17. Bb3 Nc4??
Black falls for a deadly trap: 18. Nb5 Qc6
19. Bxc4 Qxc4 20. Rd8+! Rxd8 21. Qxc4
Rac8 22. Qe2 GM Sergey Ivanov-GM
Zahar Efimenko, 1-0, 2004.

15. Bb3

This much was obvious; White has to
conserve the bishop pair.

15. ... Rfc8

Now I was out of preparation as well as
obvious, rote moves (i.e., Bb3) so it was
time to think about a) what to do about
the c3-pawn and b) how to deploy the
Bcl. After a 40-minute think, I played a
move that failed on both counts.

o

16. Bg5?

I really like Pascal’s postgame sugges-
tion of 16. a4!? the main idea of which is
to prepare Ba3, but which also supports
the knight’s arrival on b5. Meanwhile the
c3-pawn is immune: 16. ... Rxc3 (16. ...
Nfd7 looks natural, intending to meet
Ba3 with ... Nc5) 17. Bb2 Rcc8 18. Nxeb
Nxf3+ 19. Qxf3 fxe6 20. Bxf6 gxf6 21.
Qg4+ Kh8 22. Bxe6 with initiative against
Black’s open king; 16. NbS5, which I con-
sidered during the game, would also have
been preferable: 16. ... Ba6 17. c4 1
thought that this move wasn’t possible
due to 17. ... Nxc4 but overlooked a typ-
ical tactical idea for this position (which
Pascal had pointed out in the pregame
prep!): 18. Bxc4 Qc5+ 19. Be3 Qxc4 20.
Rd8+! and White wins the queen, as in the
Ivanov-Efimenko game above; 16. Bf4!?
was suggested by Kaidanov to push the
knight out of the center. 16. ... Ngb6 17.
Bd2; Even the meek looking 16. Bd2
would have accomplished the task of
developing a piece and not losing a pawn.

16. ... Rxc3
There goes the pawn.
17. Kh1

Tucking the king away; now 4 is a
threat but it’s Black to move. The intended
f4 and e4-e5 idea is met with 17. ... Nc6!
18. e5? Qc5 and White is lost due to the
collapsing gl-a7 diagonal.

17. ... h6 18. Bh4 Rc5

I didn’t find this move so convincing,
but I guess it’s not clear what is truly
“convincing” for Black here. For sure,
Black is doing well, but White does have
some compensation for the pawn in the
form of the bishop pair. Something like
18. ... Rac8 looked natural to me, and
then I was planning to harrass the rook
with 19. Bel R3c7 20. Nb5 Ba6 21. a4.

19. Bf2
Targeting the rook.
19. ... Ng6 20. Nb5

Getting the knight to d6 is White’s main
source of counterplay.

20. ... RhS

After 20. ... Rg5 21. Be3 holds g2 and
4.

21. Nd6 Bd5

Another blunder by me—I completely
missed this interception. At first sight, it
looks devastating (particularly in the lines
where I take the bishop) but then I real-
ized I had two decent ways of dealing
with it, and the question was, which one
to choose.

22. Nc4
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