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Bobby Fischer had few acquaintances,
fewer friends and one rule: Never talk
about my private life. But since his death
last January, people he allowed to know
him have been breaking their silence.
One was Vassily Smyslov. The former

world champion recalled Bobby’s behav-
ior at an international tournament in
April 1970, shortly after he resurfaced
after a mysterious absence from chess.
Bobby was in fine form until the eighth
round, when he was crushed in 30 moves
by an untitled Yugoslav. It was traumatic.
Fischer hadn’t lost a chess game in three
years. Worse still, he was White and was
beaten by an opening he regarded as
simply bad, the French Winawer.
The next day Smyslov was due to play

Fischer. He came to the board and played
1. e4. But minutes went by and there
was no sign of Bobby, Smyslov told the
Russian publication Profil. Smyslov and
his wife, both more than 20 years older
than Fischer, felt almost parental concern.
“My wife said, ‘Let’s go to his room and
bring some food.’ It turned out he was sit-
ting in his hotel room, completely aloof
and hungry.”

Fischer refused to leave. The Smyslovs
convinced him to order from room serv-
ice. “They sent breakfast. Fischer ate a bit
and came to play an hour late. They again
started his clock, he sat down and began
to play,” Smyslov said. It was as if noth-
ing had happened.

Sicilian Defense,
Closed Variation (B26)
GM Vassily Smyslov
GM Robert J. Fischer
Rovinj-Zagreb 1970

1. e4 c5 2. Nc3 d6 3. g3 g6 4. Bg2 Bg7 5. d3
Nc6 6. Be3 Rb8 7. Qd2 b5 8. Nf3 b4 9. Nd1
Bg4!? 10. h3 Bxf3 11. Bxf3 Nf6 12. Bg2 0-0
13. 0-0 Re8 14. Bh6 Bh8 15. Ne3 Nd7 16.
Rab1 Rb6 17. Nc4 Ra6! 18. a3 Nb6 19. axb4

cxb4 20. Be3 Nxc4 21. dxc4 Ra2 22. f4!?
Bxb2 23. e5 Bc3 24. Qd5 Ra6

As much as Fischer cherished extra
material he rarely played “computer
moves” like 24. ... Na5!?.

25. e6 fxe6 26. Qxe6+ Kh8

After 26. ... Kh8

Black can neutralize the attack (27.
Bxc6 Rxc6 28. Rxb4 Qc8!—but not 28. ...
Bxb4?? 29. Bd4 mate).

27. f5 Nd4! 28. Bxd4+ Bxd4+ 29. Kh1 g5! 30.
Rxb4 Bf6 31. Rfb1 Rb6 32. Rxb6 axb6 33.
Bd5 Rf8 34. Qe3 Qc8 35. g4 Qc5, Draw.

Another rare glimpse of Fischer came
from patron Bessel Kok. In 1990 Kok was
the prime mover in the grandmasters’
association and Bobby was living under-
ground in the U.S. Fischer called Kok
out of the blue and said he wanted to talk
to him in person about the future of
chess.
Kok agreed to Bobby’s conditions—a

first-class airplane ticket, five-star hotel
room and $2,500 in cash on arrival—
and Fischer flew to Belgium. He checked
into the Brussels Sheraton for five days
under an assumed name. Kok also
arranged for Boris Spassky and his wife
Marina to come, he wrote in the new
Dutch magazine Matten.
Why Spassky? Because Bobby wanted

Kok to arrange a Fischer-Spassky “world
championship rematch” with a $2.5 mil-
lion prize fund. Fischer, Kok and the
Spasskys spent a pleasant evening at an
Italian restaurant. When the name “Kas-
parov” inevitably came up, it didn’t make
much of an impression on Bobby. But
when Anatoly Karpov’s name was men-
tioned he launched into his theory that he
could tell Karpov was Jewish by looking
at his eyes in photographs.
The next day the Spasskys returned

to Paris but Fischer went to another Kok
dinner, this time with GM Jan Timman.
Among the evening’s highlights: Fischer
told the Hungarian waitress “I am Bobby
Fischer. I am the world chess champion.”
“Of course, my darling,” she replied.

“You are Bobby Fischer. And I am Sophia
Loren.”
Fischer left the next day on good terms.

But he flew into a rage two weeks later
when Sports Illustrated reported on his
visit. Someone had broken the rule. He
never had contact with Kok again.
Viktor Korchnoi told a similar tale to the

Russian magazine 64: “The last time I
met with Fischer was 1983 when I gave
simuls in the States, in California. He
gave me tens of books about the world
conspiracy of Jews and—about the evils
of smoking.”
At his next simultaneous exhibition

Korchnoi made the mistake of talking
about meeting Fischer. Word got back to
Bobby. “The next day I received a letter
from him in which he expressed the sus-
picion that I worked in the KGB,”
Korchnoi said. “I didn’t see him further.”
After Fischer died, some Russians rem-

inisced about the 15-year-old Bobby who
visited Moscow in 1958. He came to play
five-minute games with a world champion
and was disappointed when he could only
take on mere masters and grandmasters.
“When Bobby and his sister Joan

appeared we presented them with a trans-
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Chess to Enjoy

Fischer Secrets

By GM Andy Soltis

It’s been a year since the most secretive of world champions was laid to rest. Now
some of his secrets can be told.
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